
 
 

 
 
 
DavMorris presented Single-handed sailing pointers/techniques, Hove To, and How 
to get Unstuck last night and it was just plain informative, and what every sailor 
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Details on page: 

Whatõs Happening This Week?? 

Friday May 18 5 -7:30pm~ Happy Hour  drinks & friends  tasty tidbits on   page2  

Saturday May 19~6 -10pm~ Family Friendly Movie Night , more on page 3  

Saturday & Sunday May 19 & 20~ Adult Sailing Classes, check page  13  

Sunday May 20~4:30 -6:30pm~ General Meeting, Summer Sailing activities  & pot-

luck, more details  on page 2  

Save These Datesé 

Thursday May 24~ Women  Sailing Group  

Saturday May 26~ 5-10pm òTangoó lessons after cocktails & dinner, details to come 

Sunday May27 ~ Memorial Day BBQ & Sail in, more details soon  

Sunday May 27~ Laser Sail Off, more on page 7  

Saturday June 2~6 -10pm ~òCinema Paradisioó dinner & cinema, watch for details 

Saturday June 2~ Cruise Out to Petaluma, check page 7 for details  

Sunday June 2~ 11am -2pm Summer Fun Brunch, more to follow  

Saturday June 9 ~Events Committee Meeting 10am -12pm  

General Mem-

bership Meeting 

at HMBYC  

Join us for an up -

date focusing on 

our new current  

sailing 

activities.  

Details page 2 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=paulie+the+parrot&view=detail&id=5789CA945581475C97F6CE11A8BA4D4ED70A200B&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING!  

BACK TO FINGER FOODS!  

Please join us for another exuberant Happy Hour this coming 

Friday the 18th.   Chef de Somer   will feature Mini BBQ Chicken 

Sliders & Veggie Frittata Squares!   $8per plate  from 5-7:30pm. 

 To wet our palates, offerings of $3  for beer, $4 for wine & $5 for 

liquor will be in order from 5  -7pm.   

Come celebrate May 18th, 1959, when "Castin' My Spell" by 

Johnny Otis Show hit #52 on the charts.   You remember that 

song???       Your P.C. Nat.  

Everyone who attended the Mothers Day Brunch wants to send a 

special thank you to the wonderful volunteers who made it such 

a tasty success. 

 John Connors, Ray Durazo, Howard Hayes, Spencer Nassar, Denis Pichou 

and Dave Slater. And behind the screens, Krist Durazo and Lucy Gillies  

Sunday, May 20, 4:30pm  

Summer is at our doorstep and the Club has a full calendar 

of sailing and social events.   Come to the General Member-

ship Meeting and share the excitement of our summer 

plans.   Also, get an update on the Club's finances and other 

business details.  

Bring your favorite dish to pass  

and enjoy a delicious potluck dinner!  

Half Moon Bay Yacht Club Board.  
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HALF MOON BAY YACHT CLUB  

FAMILY FRIENDLY MOVIE NIGHT  

SATURDAY 19 MAY 2012  

 
This delightful 1998 film starring Gena Rowlands, Tony Shalhoub, Cheech Marin, 

Bruce Davison, Trini Alvarado, Jay Mohr, Buddy Hackett (in his last film role), and 

Hallie Kate Eisenberg will engage children and adults alike.  

 

DINNER MENU:  TBA, (probably a taco bar)  

But a real deal at $5.00 per person  

DINNER SERVED 6:00 -7:00 PM (reservations requested)  

òPAULIEó SHOWN AT 7:00 PM (no admission fee) 

with 1 Short Intermission for Fluids Management  

Dinner Reservations no later than May 18 please  

to 2blackcats@comcast.net   
 

Please specify number of adults/number of children in reservation.  Thank you.  

mailto:2blackcats@comcast.net
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Come and sail with us!  

Summer Sailing:  

Wednesday night,  Sunday afternoon or every 4th  Thursday  

SUNDAY SKIPPER PROGRAM BEGINS  

The Sunday Skipper program began on Mother's Day 

with lots of members wanting to get out on the water in 

the newly painted Cal 20's.  

If you are not yet a checked out skipper, but would like 

to go for a sail - then come to the club any Sunday be-

tween 2-4pm and there will be 2 skippers at the ready 

to take you out.  

This weekend, the Sunday skippers are Nancy Bell and 

Lucy Gillies  



Americaõs Cup 
Activities  
Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Come one and 
all! 

MEN FOR MOTHERS DAY  
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Check Out the òCruise Outs òSchedule 
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June 2/3 Petaluma-great strolling down town  

July 7/8 Encinal at Alameda/Jack London -come hit the outdoor pool!  

September 22/23 Angel Island -by boat or by ferry, BBQ on the beach  

Every weekend will include a boat open house with cocktails and hors dõoeurves on Saturday afternoon 

Weõre looking for an òevent captainó for each cruise out.   

Please contact Leann or Spencer  at crusing@hmbyc.org if you want to coordinate  

 one of them.  



HMBYC goes to Farralone School 

Check us out on facebook 

hhtps://www.facebookcom/halfmoonbayyach

tclub  
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On Monday Patrick and Lucy went to Farallone School to participate in their annual Oceans 

Week  During five 40 minute sessions.  

 

 

  

We saw 140 kids and were able to share with them a few things - how to rig a boat, parts of the 

boat, knots, how to throw a line and how to sail a course upwind. Exhausting but lots of fun!  

First Sponsors Race gets off to a good start  

In the usual Sponsors race tradition we began proceedings with a quick de -brief in the club-

house before venturing out onto the water. Recognition was given to Carol Hoover who did an 

outstanding job of  getting "Knot Know" sanded, painted, and back in the water. Lori presented 

her with an engraved new whisker pole - well done Carol  There were some good fresh breezes 

from the South, and we managed 3 races before lunch and another 2 after - ending with the tradi-

tional 3 buoy fiasco - always guaranteed to liven things up!  

It was great to see two new members out on the water - thanks Chris and Norman for joining us - 

and I trust that Chris's sons Micah and Joshua had fun!It was great to see two new members out 

on the water - thanks Chris and Norman for joining us - and I trust that Chris's sons Micah and 

Joshua had fun! 

First place for the day went to Pluto (Carliane, Steve and guest Barabara), second place went to 

Venus Envy (Lori, Peggy and Flo), third place went to Happy Hour (John and guest Mary) and 

fourth place was  and fourth place was notched up by Uranus (Clive, Dave and Chris)  

Sponsors races are the second Saturday of the month - please let us know if you would like join 

us - extra crew is always welcome!  

Check pictures on page 9  

Email keelboatsponsors@hmbyc.org    if you would like to join us next month  

 

mailto:keelboatsponsors@hmbyc.org


 

Fun and relaxation at 

HMBYC 

Sponsors Race pictures  

Page 9 Newsletter Title  



 

Page 10 

Fun and Chaos in the GGYC Friday Night Race on SF Bay 

HMBYC Team Cypher Beer Can Race #1 ï May 4, 2012 

By Carliane Johnson   

Sailing involves trying to control many variables at once, such as the skills of the skipper and crew; the boat and its equipment; and 
the weather and sea conditions. Add to this the aspect of racing by throwing in a lot of boats in close proximity to each other. Con-
sider, then, the concept of chaos theory.  

 

It is believed that chaos can actually be controlled by creating small perturbations in the overall, unstable order, which can lead to 
more stable and predictable motions. Thus, a sailboat race is a perfect depiction of controlled chaos. 

 

It is believed that chaos can actually be controlled by creating small perturbations in the overall, unstable order, which can lead to 
more stable and predictable motions. Thus, a sailboat race is a perfect depiction of controlled chaos. 

 

Half Moon Bay Yacht Club member Spencer Nasser, along with his boat Ultimate Cypher (Hunter 410), has put together Team Cy-
pher as part of the Golden Gate Yacht Clubôs Friday Night Beer Can Series. The core crew consists of fellow HMBYC members Mar-
cus Choy, Carliane Johnson, Terri Lahey and Neal Wehtje. The other clubs in the series are from Bay View, Presidio and St. Francis. 
The first race was held on Friday, May 4, a beautiful blue-sky day. The team was treated to a warm sun setting behind the Golden 
Gate Bridge while a large full moon rose above the skyline. 

 

The crew had met earlier in the day to discuss sails, tactics, responsibilities, safety, and most importantly, how to ensure that we main-
tain the fun throughout. It is even specified in the rules that the ñGGYC race committee insists you have fun during the beer can se-
ries.ò Spencer had entered our team in the spinnaker fleet, one of three boats to compete in this group. There are another seven 
boats in the non-spinnaker fleet. We first spent a couple of pre-race hours in the slip at Pier 39 practicing and discussing how to run 
the sheets and how to raise and lower the spinnaker; though with winds around 20-25 knots, it was thought that we might not use it. 
We also practiced deploying and maneuvering the whisker pole. We did not have enough time for a practice run on the bay, so with a 
6:35 pm start time closing in, we motored out to locate the marks as soon as the GGYC race committee had announced the course. 

 

As a new sailor who has only raced Cal 20s, I noticed that the start line had a different feel to it when there is a large group of 30 to 40
-footers along with a few smaller boats, including another Cal 20, to enhance the excitement level. Yelling remains the universal 
method between vessels to manage this chaos. However, with Spencer at the helm, additional coaching suggestions from Terri, and 
the gallant Neal Wehtje on the foredeck, Ultimate Cypher was maneuvered sharply, avoided the chaos and started wellé.only to find 
that it can be slow going getting across the start line when the opposing current is running at 4 knots or greater. The team worked the 
jib well and hoisted the spinnaker smartly, but it was when we gybed the spinnaker that it seemed to take on a stubborn life of its own 
and we lost some of the elements of control. With more practice, we will get better at this, but we saw that ours was not the only boat 
in the fleet with an unruly spinnaker, and the third boat probably never raised its spinnaker throughout the race. 

 

Once control was re-established with the sails, the near-certain strong bay winds uncharacteristically dropped to less than four knots. 
We had almost made it around the course the required two times when the committee called the race, concerned about the racers 
sailing in the dark. Of the nine boats to start, only one was able to finish in time. Team Cypher is currently tied with the other two boats 
in our fleet with four points each. Those crazy variables (some controlled and some not) did nothing to dampen the good cheer of all 
the sailors or the fine complimentary buffet afterward and the warm welcome we received by the host club. Our next race is May 18.  

 

Next time you get the chance, please wish HMBYC Team Cypher 

 fair winds, fine sails and fun-filled chaos.  


