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December 2009 

Off to See the Wizard! 
Members who attended the Annual 
Awards Ceremony were treated to a 
hilarious skit presented by the Used 
Commodore Players, pictured here. 
The show, based loosely on The 
Wizard of Oz, poked good-natured fun 
at outgoing Commodore Terri Lahey. 
The cast included: 
Kay Burns – Dorothy (Terri Lahey) 
Kelly Pike - Tin Man 
Mike Day – Cowardly Lion 
Chelcie Liu – Scarecrow 
Connie Malach – Wicked Witch 
Jennifer Celestre – Glinda 
Dick Schubert – Wizard of CERN 
Charlie Quest – Flying Monkey 
Mike Fox - Narrator  
Munchkins  - Harry Ysselstein, John 
Powell, and Ed Davis. 
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From the Helm 
By Neal Wehtje, Commodore 
 
As the fall brings its beautiful, colorful 
sunsets we begin a new year at our Half 
Moon Bay Yacht Club with our new Board 
of Directors. We start a new season as we 
transition from the wonderful people who 
previously served as our 2009 Board of 
Directors. Many thanks to those who served and handled all the 
details and major projects throughout the past year. 
 
Thank you to the Nominating Committee who worked hard to find 
energetic and concerned people who make up your new Board of 
Directors. This is your Club and we want to know: what you would 
like; what are your passions; what would you like to help with? Get in 
touch with us to let us know. Our Port Captain and Events Committee 
can channel your energies into fun and rewarding events. 
 
Welcome to all who have joined our Club this year and decided to 
make the Club their second home. It is a wonderful expanded family 
that I am proud to be a part of. Many life-long friendships have started 
here; many new friends and activities have been discovered. 
 
We are your access to the water and the ocean. We have a thriving 
keelboat program in the Cal20’s. The Coronado 15 (C15’s) are active 
with racing and youth instruction. We also have a myriad of expert 
kayakers among our ranks. 
 
I am proud to take on the role of your Commodore for this year. 
Thank you to the people who take on the responsibility with me, your 
Board of Directors for 2010. I am excited about all the challenges and 
prospects for activities in the year to come.  
 
I am going to host Commodore’s Ocean Sails. I will be inviting all 
who berth their boats in Princeton Harbor to join me in taking our 
members out for afternoon sails on the ocean. The thrill of the  Ocean 
swells underfoot and the wind in your sails…it’s a great life! 
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Co-chairs for the 2010 Events Committee are 
Beth Lee and Deb Kessler.  This report is a 
glimpse into their ambitious plans for the 
coming year. 
 
Hello, everyone!  In addition to the co-chairs, 
the Events Committee (E!Comm) is comprised 
of Michelle Dragony, Margie Gater, Karin 
Litcher, Barb Walt, and Anne Wright.  Look for 
the tassels we wear attached to our badges—a 
sure sign you have found a Minister of Fun!  
Regularly check the Calendar on the HMBYC 
website for the dates and times of events you 
have grown to love, as well as the new events. 
We are looking forward to a year full of social 
events everyone can enjoy. 
 
Do you have an idea for an event that is 
different from what we usually do?    
E!Comm has crafted a simple, no-mysteries 
process to quickly get a new event approved, 
planned, and on its way—say hello to Event 
Proposals!   
 
All events (old and new) go through the 
proposal/approval process.  The proposal 
packet lets you describe what sort of fun you 
want to have the Club host, it then helps you 
figure out how to fund it and get other members 
to help you organize and manage it.   
 
Grab an Event Proposal packet (available on 
the E!Comm bulletin board at the club or in a 
link on the HMBYC website “Events” page), 
get a crew together to help you brainstorm and 
complete the proposal, send it to E!Comm for 
approval, and you are on your way.   
 
You can always snag a Minister of Fun at the 
Club or email events@hmbyc.org to get 
guidance on fleshing out your idea and filling 
out your proposal form. 
 
Upcoming Events:  Our watch begins 
December 1, but we have already been hard at 
work on December events.  The long-awaited 
Mars Czar lecture will take place on Saturday 
December 5.  
 
The Holiday Kick-Off/Tree Lighting Party will 
be Sunday December 6, and the awards for 
Harbor Lights will be Saturday December 19.  
 

Continued on Page 5 
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On behalf of all the people who 
comprise the HMBYC family, we wish 
you and yours the happiest of holidays. 
We also hope that you will take a few 
minutes during these hectic days to think 
of those who will not be with their 
families for the holidays, particularly 
those who are serving in our nation’s 
Armed Forces all over the world.  We 
wish them a safe return. 
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Greetings from Rich and Jess Sullo in New Jersey!   
Three and a half years ago, we moved to Half Moon Bay. Rich decided that he wanted to 
learn how to sail and a friend led us to HMBYC.  We walked in on a Saturday afternoon 
and were greeted by Charlie Quest who told us to come back the next day and that he’d 
take us for a sail.  During our sail, Charlie told us about the adult sailing classes. We 
joined the club for the classes. What we didn’t know was that we would fall in love with 
the Club! 
 

We came down to the Club once in a while to have dinner or drinks but weren’t planning on getting involved.  But, a last-
minute request for a guest chef prompted Jess to try her hand at cooking lasagna for 30 people!  Before long, we got to know 
other members and formed some friendships that we will have for the rest of our lives. 
 
What seemed at first like a place just to learn to sail turned into a place where we were choosing to spend most of our free 
time. We were trained as Watch Officers and often reminisce about nights that we kept the bar open late for impromptu 
evenings filled with friends, drinks, and lots of laughter. We were so proud when Rich was elected to serve as Treasurer on the 
Board. 
 
Now we are 3000 miles away and miss our great friends and the camaraderie of the HMBYC.  We have a baby on the way, 
which precipitated our move closer to our families.  However, Half Moon Bay and the Club will always hold a very special 
place in our hearts.  We can’t wait to bring our baby to visit in the spring to introduce him or her to all of you!   

Congratulations to Commodore's Awardees 
for 2009: 
by Terri Lahey 
 
The following members were recognized at the Annual 
Awards Ceremony for their extraordinary contributions 
to the Club.  Please join me in offering congratulations 
to each one. 
 
Volunteer of the Year:  Dave Morris 
Buzz Saw Award: Terry Ramseyer & Leon Smith 
Ralph Gelkin Memorial Trophy for Outstanding support 
of Sailing:  Karen Flick 
Bravo Zulu:  Kelly Pike & Urs Willimann 
Youth Sailing:  Neal Wehtje 
Rookies of the Year:  Ken Ayer, Mike Mann, Denis & 
Margrit Pichou 
Cal 20 Fleet Support:  Clarke Simm 
Outstanding Dinghy Support:  C15 Charlie Quest 
Director's Award for Sailing:  Sunday Skippers: 

Bob Cantillo, Marcus Choy, Karen Hampton, Larry 
Miller, Spencer Nassar, Paul Pfluger, John Powell, 
Dale Ross, Sandra Scowen, Jay Howell, Jeff 
Thayer, Rick Winans, Claire Borkert, Rich Sullo, 
Steve Smith, Ray Durazo, Mike Mann, Dave 
Morris, Karen Flick, Clarke Simm, Neal Wehtje, 
Kelly Pike, Charlie Quest, and Urs Willimann. 
 

The 2009 Honor Roll was also announced at the Award 
Ceremony and will be posted at the Club. 
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Here to introduce you to the Holiday Kickoff 
Party is a little ditty—sing it out loud to the 
tune of “Santa Claus Is Coming to Town!” 
 
You better watch out 
You better not cry 
Free fun at the club 
Is the best reason why 
It’s time to decorate the Yacht Club. 
 
We’re gonna make crafts 
We’re gonna have fun 
It’ll be a nautical celebration 
It’s time to decorate the Yacht Club. 
 
Just bring an appetizer 
Or cookies are great, too 
And a sea-themed ornament is nice 
We don’t want to have too few. 
 
O!  We’re gonna spread cheer 
And Santa will sail 
The kids will ring bells 
And adults drink wassail 
It’s time to decorate the Yacht Club! 
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Members Stephanie Breslin and Korbey Hunt are cruising their 
motoryacht, Darlin’  to Mexico.  Along the way, they are posting 
a blog that chronicles their adventures.  You can follow them at 
www.thedarlinchronicles.wordpress.com.  Here’s a sample: 
 
The morning we took off to make the big rounding of Point 
Arguello and Point Conception, I knew we had secured just about 
everything but ourselves to the boat but I kept wondering what 
we had forgotten.  As a planner, I suppose that is my nature, to 
always be thinking about the one variable I haven’t thought 
about…as we pulled up the anchor I knew if there had been 
forgotten the next few hours would give up what we had not 
thought about. Read more: 
http://thedarlinchronicles.wordpress.com/2009/11/02/just-around-
the-corner/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.
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Pumpkin Round Up Results 
by Dave Morris 
 
First place went to Uranus with the 
motley crew of Dave Slater, Dale 
Ross, Peggy Ruse, Bill Klear, and a 
gal named Jan.  Second place went to 
Pluto's Revenge with Bob Cantillo 
at the helm, with a crew of kids spotting and retrieving for him that included 
Jennie and Josie Loft, with Lou, Sissy and Harrison Matisse. Third  was 
Vahine, crewed by Karen Flick and Marcus Choy. Best costumed or scariest 
went to O’Minnehaha with Mike Day dressed as a lawyer at the helm and the 
chainsaw massacre on deck.  They also placed 4th in the race.  The fastest boats 
finished within 2 minutes of each other but the 45 minutes of deductions 
rounded up by Uranus as well as the capture of the Golden Gourd took her to 
the top of the heap.  And a good time was had by all! 
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QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 

Commodore’s Ball an Elegant Affair 
Everyone turned out in their party clothes for the 2009 
Commodore’s Ball held at the Oceano Hotel.  It was an elegant 
evening of food, dancing and fun.  Shown above are some of 
the highlights. 
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�

Neal Wehtje 
Construction  

�
Kitchen and Bath Remodels 

a specialty 
�

650-726-1011 
��������B�0����������� �

Contractor License 864704 
�

 
650-996-5217 

kay@kayburns.com    www.kayburns.com 
RE/MAX Dolphin Real Estate  

 Half Moon Bay, CA 
Kay donates 10% of her commission 

for all referrals and transactions that close escrow 
that come from HMBYC members. 

 

 

 

2010 Board of Directors Contact Information 
Committee Chairs and other contacts will appear in the January AHOY! 

 
Position Name Phone Email 

Commodore Neal Wehtje 650-726-1011 commodore@hmbyc.org 
Vice Commodore Ray Durazo 650-703-0813 vcommodore@hmbyc.org 
Rear Commodore Clarke Simm 650-728-7466 rcommodore@hmbyc.org 
Treasurer Veronica Ciari 650-728-2345 treasurer@hmbyc.org 
Secretary Lisa Pistachio 650-728-0863 secretary@hmbyc.org 
Membership Kat Ryan 650-219-4103 membership@hmbyc.org 
Facilities Bjorn Conrad 650-793-8654 facilities@hmbyc.org 
Port Captain Suzy Pinkerton 650-728-3361 portcaptain@hmbyc.org 
Director-at-Large Mike Day 650-726-7326 directoratlarge@hmbyc.org 
Club Office Karen Tobin 650-728-2120 office@hmbyc.org  
 

The Wine Bar, Half 
Moon Bay, opens 
December 10, 2009! 
Featuring local Santa Cruz 
Mountain wines from 
Fogarty, Ridge, Vamer, 
Marella and Storrs wineries. 
 

Also featured are fine coastal beers and local artisan cheeses, 
small plates, expresso and Elegant Cheesecakes’ fabulous 
chocolate cake. Open Tuesday thru Sunday with live music on 
the weekends and special monthly tasting events. 
Harbor Village Shops, Suite 22  

 
A big HMBYC ‘‘Thank You’’ to 

Enda Crowe 
 

for faux finish art painting 
in the new club bathrooms 

 
(650) 302-1834 or 

endacrowe@yahoo.com  
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Normal Clubhouse Hours:    Office Hours:  (Call) 
Friday, 6pm-11pm     Office Email:  office@hmbyc 
Saturday, 2pm-11 pm     Office Phone:  (650) 728-2120 
Sunday, 2 pm – 7 pm     Office Fax:  (650) 728-1947 
       Club Phone & Message: (650) 728-2120 
 
Club Mailing Address:     P.O Box 52, El Granada CA 94018 
Physical Location:     214 Princeton Avenue, Princeton 


