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����� � Half Moon Bay Yacht Club 
Included in 2008 Edition of “World’s Best  

Yacht Clubs and Marinas”  

Monthly Newsletter 
 

  
November 2009 

 At the Helm 
Commodore Terri Lahey 

 
Let’s celebrate at the Club. Wait, we’ve been having fun all year! What’s the buzz?  On 
Sunday, November 8 at 2:30, the Annual Awards Ceremony will take place at the  
Club. Come down and congratulate awardees and each other for our wonderful year. The 
following weekend, on Saturday November 14, is the date for the  Commodore’s Ball, 
which is our once-a-year dress-up event with dinner and dancing. 

Continued on Page 2 

Glamour! Glitz! Music! Food! 

�����������	
���	���
��	�� 	
Our Club, as you have probably noticed, is one of 
the most informal, casual-dress places you can 
imagine.  But, once a year, we make a big 
exception to that norm. 
 

It’s called the Commodore’s Ball and it happens on 
Saturday, November 14 at the Oceano Hotel.  Some 
folks go all out with tuxedos and ball gowns.  
Others just get dressed up in their favorite party 
garb.  Either way, everyone has a great time dining, 
dancing and mingling. 

So, put on your best duds 
and your dancing shoes 
and join the fun! 
 

Cost is $85 per person and 
reservations are 
mandatory.  Make a 
reservation by contacting 
Cynthia Ramseyer at 
specialevents@hmbyc.org. 
Parking at the hotel is free 
and the entrance to the 
parking garage is on 
Capistrano Avenue. 
 
It will be an evening to 
remember! 
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From the Helm 
Continued from Page 1 
 
The Commodore’s Ball will take place at nearby Oceano Hotel, 
where their friendly staff in their beautiful facilities will give us a 
gala party for $85 per person - they do all the work, and we 
celebrate. The changing of the Board - thanking the 2009 board and 
welcoming the 2010 Board - occurs at the Ball. If you didn’t find a 
Ball invitation at your USPS mailing address or want to know more 
about the event, contact Cynthia at specialevents@hmbyc.org or 
any Board member. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to join 
the fun. 
 
Sunday, November 1 is our last 2009 Open House and 
membership drive. We’ll also have a table so parents can learn 
about our 2010 Youth Sailing Camps, so tell your friends and 
neighbors. A morning work party on November 1 will spruce the 
Club for the afternoon events. Come anytime between 8 and 10. 
 
Wow! October was another incredible month at the Club. Thank 
you to everyone who created the Annual Fall Fundraiser, and to all 
the members who participated in the auction! Thank you Claire 
Borkert Miller, Beth Lee, live auctioneer Minot Parker, and all their 
assistants for the auction. Thank you Phyllis Smith, Carol Smith, 
Barb Walt, and their assistants Liz Allison, Barb Dinnsen, Jeff 
Hume, Barb Kelly, Terry Ramseyer, Todd Wright, and Mimi 
Wisnom for the fabulous meal which took days to prepare, and 
Cynthia Ramseyer for reservations! Also helping at the fundraiser 
were Lisa Fox, Lisa King, Karen Hampton, Denis Pichou, Margrit 
Pichou, Gayle Pietras, Kelly and Susan Pike, Greg Smith and Steve 
Smith. Thank you to Bob Cantillo and Suzy Pinkerton who led the 
Pumpkin Festival Calimari Booth this year, and all of their 
committee chairs and volunteers. See the pumpkin festival article in 
this edition. Thank you Jim and Sandi Stretch for giving us the fun 
Halloween Party with great food, dancing, and decorations! Thank 
you to our Saturday and Friday guest chefs Liz Allison, Bob 
Cantillo, Jeff Hume, Gary and Bobbie McWherter, Suzy Pinkerton, 
Cynthia and Terry Ramseyer, Carol Smith, Barb Walt, and Neal 
Wehtje. Thank you to Karen Flick, Carol Hoover, Dave Morris, the 
sailing committee and keel boat sponsors who gave us the Pumpkin 
Roundup races and moved the boats into the harbor! Thank you to 
all our Watch Officers and Hospitality who keep our doors open, 
and to our sailing volunteers who get us on the water. Thanks to 
anyone I have missed during this busy and fun month. 
 
As my term winds down, I reflect on the fun we have had. Thank 
you to my Board extraordinaire and to all of you! Congratulations 
and thank you to members of the 2010 Board, who will soon take 
the helm and steer the ship. Please give them all of your support as 
they take our wonderful Club forward. 
 
See you at the Club! 
Terri 
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Traditional Chinese Cooking 
To Follow Awards Program 
 
On Sunday, November 8, after the Annual 
Awards & Skits, Beth Lee, Marcus Choy and 
friends will serve you traditional Chinese home 
cooking from their childhoods.  Menu includes: 
 
Joutze (Potstickers / pork or chicken) savory meat 
dumplings, steamed and griddled with a 
traditional dipping sauce. 
Kung Pao Chicken / Chicken, blackened red 
peppers, and peanuts in a garlic, ginger, and 
hoisin soy sauce; steamed rice; steamed broccoli 
with oyster sauce; mango ice cream and Phoenix 
wafer cookies. 
 
$10 adult/$5 children. Advanced reservations 
recommended. Please contact Cynthia Ramseyer  
at  specialevents@hmbyc.org or 415-519-1915  
or,  mail checks to: November 8th  Dinner, c/o 
Cynthia Ramseyer, PO Box 52, El Granada, CA 
94018. 
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Reading the Wind: 

����	����	����	������	�����	���
�����	������	�����	
by Ken Ayer 
 
There are several ways to designate wind speed for sailors.  NOAA’s National Hurricane Center & the U.S. Coast 
Guard uses the following terminology and signals: 

Small Craft Advisory – 18 – 33 knots - red pennant 
Gale Warning – winds within the range of 34 – 47 knots (39 – 54 MPH) – 2 red pennants 
Storm Warning – 48 – 63 knots (55 – 72 MPH) – Square red flag with black center 
Hurricane – 64 + knots (74 + MPH) – 2 square red flags with black centers 

There is no formal definition of “small craft” above, as it varies with the craft’s size, stability, and crew 
experience, but may include craft up to 65 feet in length. 
 
There is also the Beaufort Wind Scale, shown below, worked out by British Admiral Francis Beaufort in the days 
of square riggers and often available on wind gauges as an alternative to knots. 
 

Beaufort Wind Scale 
Force Knots WMO  Estimating wind speed;  

Effects observed far from land 
0 Under 1 Calm Sea like mirror 
1 1 – 3 Light air Ripples with appearance of scales; no foam 

crests 
2 4 – 6 Light breezes  Small wavelets; crests of glassy appearance, 

not breaking 
3 7 – 10 Gentle breeze Large wavelets; crests begin to break; 

scattered whitecaps 
4 11 – 16 Moderate breeze Small waves, becoming longer; numerous 

whitecaps 
5 17 – 21 Fresh breeze Moderate waves, taking longer form; many 

whitecaps; some spray 
6 22 - 27 Strong breeze Larger waves forming; whitecaps 

everywhere; more spray 
7 28 – 33 Near gale Sea heaps up; white foam from breaking 

waves begins to be blown in streaks 
8 34 – 40 Gale Moderately high waves of greater length; 

edges of crests begin to brek in to spindrift; 
foam is blown in well-marked streaks 

9 41 – 47 Strong gale High waves; sea begins to roll; dense streaks 
of foam; spray may reduce visibility 

10 48 – 55 Storm Very high waves with overhanging crests; 
sea takes white appearance as foam is blown 
in very dense streaks; rolling is heavy and 
visibility is reduced 

11 56 – 63 Violent storm Exceptionally high waves; sea covered with 
white foam patches; visibility more reduced 

12 64 and 
over 

Hurricane Air filled with foam; sea complete white with 
driving spray; visibility greatly reduced 

�
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Neal Wehtje 
Construction  

�
Kitchen and Bath Remodels 

a specialty 
�

650-726-1011 
����$�	�)�C�
��������� �

Contractor License 864704 
�

 
650-996-5217 

kay@kayburns.com    www.kayburns.com 
RE/MAX Dolphin Real Estate  

 Half Moon Bay, CA 
Kay donates 10% of her commission 

for all referrals and transactions that close escrow 
that come from HMBYC members. 
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Paid Classified Ad: 
SAILBOAT SHARE AVAILABLE 
 
A 1/6th share in a Cal 2-27 berthed at 
Pillar Point is available from the HMB 
Boat Co-op.  Cost is $2000 buy-in plus 
approximately $65/month in maintenance.  
"Attitude" is in good shape, has a 
spinnaker, roller furling jib, and recently 
replaced standing rigging.  Contact Urs 
Williman or Spencer Nassar for more info.  
(650) 284-1812 
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Normal Clubhouse Hours:    Office Hours:  (Call) 
Friday, 6pm-11pm     Office Email:  office@hmbyc 
Saturday, 2pm-11 pm     Office Phone:  (650) 728-2120 
Sunday, 2 pm – 7 pm     Office Fax:  (650) 728-1947 
       Club Phone & Message: (650) 728-2120 
 
Club Mailing Address:     P.O Box 52, El Granada CA 94018 
Physical Location:     214 Princeton Avenue, Princeton 


